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AFTERNOON MEETING AT THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM. 


The next Meeting will be held at the British Museum, 
on Wednesday, April 17th, at 3 p.m. Members will gather 
in the Lecture Room (situated in the basement of the 
Assyrian Salon), where an address on “ THe LIBRARY OF 
THE BritisH Museum” will be delivered by Mr. G. K. 
Fortescue, LL.D., Keeper of the Printed Books. After the 
address the visitors will adjourn to Mr. Fortescue's private 
room, where some of the working processes of the library 
will be exhibited and explained, following which a tour of 
the library and reading room will be made. 

It is a long time since the Association had the privilege of meeting at 
the great National Library, and there are no doubt a large number of 
new members who will be glad to make a visit under such pleasant 


auspices, while many of the older members will welcome an opportunity for 
renewing acquaintance with some of its more intimate features. 


PARIS EXCURSION AND SCHOOL. 


The Second Easter School and Excursion will be held at 
PARIS on Friday, Saturday and Monday, April 5th, 6th, and 
8th inclusive. 

Friday. Visit to the Bibliothéque Nationale, by invitation of the 

Principal Librarian 

Saturday. Bibliothéques de l’Arsenal et de, St. Genevieve. 

Sunday. Visit the Royal Palace of Versailles. 

Monday. Leave Paris in the morning for Rouen where the day will be 
spent in visiting the Cathedral, Library, and other interesting 
buildings 
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A Special Programme of the complete arrangements, including visits to 
the Louvre, Monuments, Museums, Opera, etc. will be sent to each member 
of the party. 

As this issue of ‘‘ The Library Assistant’’ appears on March 28th, 
readers are reminded that entries can be received up to March 30th. 

Tickets will be forwarded to members on April 1st. 

Travelling Parties. 
Afternoon. 

A Party under the direction of Mr. H. Rutherford Purnell will 
leave Victoria (L.B. & S.C.R Station. Meet under large clock at 
2.40 p.m.) on Thursday, April 4th, at 2.55 p.m, arriving at Paris at 
1243a.m. There will be a small extra charge (about 2s. 6d) for 
members who travel by this party to cover hotel for the night. 
Members must notify Mr. Purnell, at the Central Public Library, 
Croydon. 

Evening. 

The Main Party, under the direction of the President, mee's under 
large clock at Victoria (I..B. & S C.Ry.) not later than 8 30 p.m. on 
Thursday. Train leaves at 845, and Paris will be reached at 6.30a m. 
on Friday. 

Committee wear blue badges with letters ‘*L.A.A.’’? upon them. 
Members should introduce themselves at once. 
The return will be made via Rouen on Monday, reaching London on 
Tuesday, at 6.30a.m. 
Cost. 

The entire cost of the Excursion, including Second-Class travel 
throughout, omnibus to and from station, and full accommodation at 
the Hotel Clairmont, Rue de Calais, Paris, with meals, will be £3 10s., 
payable on March 30th. 

W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
Central Library, 
Town Hall, Croydon, 
Honorary Secretary. 
MIDLAND BRANCH. 

In consequence of the resignation of Mr. W. Ewart Owen, the 
secretaryship of the above Branch has become vacant. Nominations for 
the secretaryship must reach the undersigned not later than April 13th, and 
must be in writing, signed bythe proposer and seconder, each of whom 
must be a Fellow, Member, or Associate of the Branch. 

F. J. Patrick, Central Public Library. Birmingham. 


SOUTH WALES BRANCH. 

The next meeting will be held at the Central Library, Cardiff, on March 
20th, when papers will be read by Mr. L. Chubb, on ‘* A Short Account of a 
great Oxford Library,’’ and Mr. H. Boughton, on ‘ Library Extension 
Work.”’ 


WORK OF THE COUNCIL. 


A meeting of the Council was held at 24, Bloomsbury Square, W.C., 
on Wednesday, March 20th, at8 p.m The President (Mr. W.C. Berwick 
Sayers) occupied the chair. The Yorkshire Branch submitted a resolution 
respecting the holding of Annual Meetings of the Association in convenient 
provincial towns. A letter from the Plaistow Branch of the National 
Union of Clerks, suggesting that the I. A.A. should affiliate with the 
N.U.C., was read. The Honorary Secretary was instructed to reply that 
the Council could not recommend the members to adopt the suggestion. A 
balance in hand of £41 15s. 5d., and accounts for payment amounting to 
19s. 9d. were reported. 





with 
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PROCEDURE IN CHANGING FROM A CLOSED TO 
AN OPEN LIBRARY.* 


By WaLTerR H. Parker, Sub-Librarian, Hackney Public 
Libraries. 


The Hackney Central Library was opened in 1908 as an 
indicator library by Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Princess of Wales—the present King and Queen. It might 
be mentioned in passing that the first borrower to signa 
demand form and obtain a book on the same was His 
Majesty himself. Our staff at the date of opening con- 
sisted, besides the chief librarian, of two male and four 
female assistants ; but so immediate was the success of the 
library that the inadequacy of this staff was soon apparent. 
The statistics of the issues of the first six months will not be 
without interest. They show a total of 114,388 volumes 
from the lending library, 26,727 from the juvenile lending 
library, and an average fiction percentage for adults of 
66°8. The daily average issue was 890, or, including the 
juvenile department, 1,062. 

Soon after the opening of the library the extraordinary 
increase in the number of borrowers necessitated the 
temporary engagement of two registration clerks, as well as 
six other temporary assistants. In the following September 
two additional female assistants were temporarily engaged. 
During these first few months, our entrance hall, with its 
long winding queues leading to the issue and return counters 
respectively, resembled the outside of a theatre or popular 
music hall! The attendants’ task of keeping the borrowers 
in their correct places in the lines was by no means an 
enviable nor an always possible one. Newcomers taking 
their places at the end of queues showed their impatience in 
one continual shove, which was naturally resented by the 
luckier ones higher up. There being no indicator for non- 
fiction, popular works were of course nearly always “ out,” 
which fact readers attempted to obviate by filling up six or 
a dozen demand forms on the chance of one being “ in.” 
These were handed over the counter with the request, “ The 
first one in, please.”” Perchance a borrower had been 
patiently waiting for some twenty minutes with a neat little 
pile of demand forms containing the names of such popular 
works as Roberts’s Forty-one years in India, Campbell’s New 


. *Paper read before a Meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association, at 
the Hackney Public Library, February 14th, 1912. 
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Theology, Green’s Short history of the English people, or 
Morley’s Life of Gladstone. His expressions, both vocal 
and facial, as his little pile of demand forms was handed 
back with the usual “ All out,” was worthy of a Little Tich 
himself ! 

The indicator, with its long red lines of popular authors 
(red was “out” and blue “in”), resembled a study in red 
and blue when the artist had fallen short of the latter colour, 
although the committee had authorised the duplication of 
very many books. Endless complications arose among 
borrowers as to priority of application; many a lady—as 
you are aware, it is always the fair sex who complain— 
appearing to consider that if a book was “in” when she 
entered the library portals, that book should forthwith be 
hers! As a matter of fact by the time she was served, 
perhaps fifteen minutes, it had been snapped up possibly 149 
minutes previously! The Librarian was busy indeed in settling 
matters in a way which should be agreeable to all parties. 
But on the whole our borrowers were exceedingly patient 
and self-restrained under exceptionally trying circumstances, 
although on one occasion an elderly gentleman did exclaim 
in a loud raucous voice: “Where are the staff; away 
curling their hair?” 

This unsatisfactory state of affairs prevailed for some 
time; issues were steadily increasing; indignant letters 
appeared in the local press; ratepayers wrote to the committee 
insisting, as is the usual manner of ratepayers, either on a 
branch being erected at once, or on the enlargement of the 
Central Library, otherwise they would be compelled to take 
away their august patronage! During the year April, 1909 
to March, 1910, excluding the hot summer months when 
people are holiday making or enjoying walks abroad, our 
Lending Department issues had risen to an average of just 
over a 1,000 per day. The committee were now seriously 
considering the adoption of a change of system, realising 
that the existing methods were unsatisfactory under the 
prevailing conditions. The three small openings in the 
counter-screen—not unlike a railway booking office—were 
far too small to cope with the rush, so a part of the counter 
reserved for the display of recently added books had to be 
dismantled, the glass taken out, and a service-counter made 
in its stead. This somewhat relieved the congestion on the 
public side of the counter, but did not add to the space for 
the staff, which had grown to such an extent that efficient 
administration was rendered difficult. At length in the 
summer of 1910, a wise, or shall I say an extra-wise 
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committee, since, as our chairman will tell you, every 
Library Committee is ipso facto wise, finally resolved that 
in view of the great success of the library and the adverse 
conditions under which books were issued, a Safeguarded 
Open-Access System of issue should be adopted. They 
accordingly instructed the Chief Librarian and the Borough 
Engineer to draw up plans and estimates for carrying out 
the necessary alterations. Three alternative schemes were 
submitted. 

The plan adopted was estimated to cost not more than 
£350, a sum which, when you see what was done for it, must 
be considered extremely reasonable. It did not interfere 
with the structure of the building, nor did it necessitate 
much “scrapping” of existing materials, as is so often the 
case when work of a similar nature is undertaken. By this 
scheme the original 17 11-feet oak stacks were disposed 
of in the following order: eight of them were reserved for 
Fiction running in two parallel rows down the stack-room ; 
also at the east end was erected extra shelving, this time of 
steel, for the continuation of Fiction. Two cases, with 
ample room between them, were placed in the location of 
the juvenile books, which had a little recess of their own on 
the left of the adult department, and at right angles to 
these was installed new steel wall-shelving. The original 
wall-shelving was, with extension in height, utilised. A 
very drastic measure was the removal of the juvenile library 
en bloc from its original position to the magazine room on 
the first floor. I must mention that the separate entrance 
into the former juvenile room is always locked, thereby 
preventing ingress or egress by any means other than the 
“in” and “ out” wickets. Most of the Non-Fiction found a 
roomy dwelling-place here, capable of easy access, after the 
following work had been done: the cumbrous indicator-frame 
and counter were removed; three of the original 11-feet stacks 
were brought in, placed in the most convenient positions, 
and adjoining them were three of their fellows which, owing 
to the shape of the rooms, had been reduced to 7-feet 
4-inches, 8-feet 6-inches, and 8-feet 6-inches respectively. 
At the north end of this room was erected steel shelving. 
While on the subject of steel shelving I must call attention 
to the fact that as there was no label holders at a reason- 
able price on the market we had to design our own. Our 
devise is made of wood, is perfectable adjustable, and works 
out at acost of about a halfpenny each. I am not aware that 
Mr. Aldred has applied for a patent for his invention, so any 
of you are quite at liberty to copy it. 
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Possibly the most difficult and most interesting 
detail of the whole business was the conversion of the 
peculiarly shaped lending counter, with its oak screen, into 
the business-like, neat and practical open access counter it 
is at the present time. After much planning the following 
arrangement was decided upon:—The major part of the 
screen as well as the whole of the indicator were removed, 
but the glass retained, thereby securing good working light 
for the staff as well as a view of the public passing from the 
entrance hall to the various departments. Another thing 
this alteration did was to give the public a good view of the 
work of the staff—whether this is an advantage from the 
staff’s point of view I leave you to decide. “In” and “ out” 
wickets on the left and right respectively of the entrance 
hall were added, while the doorway which connected the 
adult with the juvenile staff-space was utilised as an 
emergency entrance-wicket. 

Another much-discussed and very important alteration 
was, as I have touched upon earlier, the transformation of 
the former magazine room into the juvenile library. Bring- 
ing the children, as this does, into juxtaposition with the 
reference room, is, to my mind, the one weak spot in the 
whole scheme. However, as it was inadvisable to do away 
with our junior clientéle, which had been steadily built up 
into a goodly number of noisy youngsters, necessity knew 
no law, and it was the magazine room or nowhere. The 
problem was: where should the magazine readers and tables 
go? The Chief Librarian thereupon proposed a re-arrange- 
ment of the reference department, whereby the six tables 
which formerly were one behind the other in the centre of 
the room, were transferred to the lower end, and space was 
made for the magazine tables (with one exception, which was 
utilised for time tables in the hall) in two rows at the upper 
end of the room. The large papers which formerly occupied 
these slopes were, by a judicious squeezing and weeding out 
of less popular papers in the newsroom, displayed down- 
stairs. It was feared that our reference readers would 
suffer on account of the influx of the magazine readers and 
its consequent irritation and noise. Although this has 
happened to a small extent, it has some compensating 
advantages, as magazine readers are now under the direct 
supervision of the reference assistant—formerly he had to 
dodge in and out of this room—moreover the studious 
readers at the end and the review and magazine 
“browsers” at the top of the room appear to agree 
quite amicably. 
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Perhaps the most striking part of the whole alteration 
scheme was the fact that, in spite of the noise and incon- 
venience caused by hammering and sawing as cases were 
shortened, counters removed and others erected, we did not 
close any department of the library for a single hour! 
Such being the case, I have reserved a brief description of 
the methods adopted until this part of my paper. I have 
already told you how the magazine room was cleared for 
action. It was now ready for the joiners, who started the 
first actual work on this room. The erection of the oak 
screen which separates the reading room from the lending 
department was simple and straightforward, as the wood- 
work had been prepared in the contractor’s workshop and 
merely required joining. The small counter which stood in 
the corner was then removed and in its place was erected 
the present counter with its “in” and “out” wickets. The 
new steel shelving was then placed in position and all was 
ready for the books. Now the books from the old 
juvenile room were transferred into their new quarters 
during the day, when as usual the juvenile library was 
closed. The tables and forms followed. All that had to be 
done at 5.30 p.m. when the children’s library opens, was to 
direct the readers to their new quarters. The matter was 
exceedingly simple, and the work of this department went 
on as smoothly as if nothing had happened beyond that of 
giving the readers greater facilities for selecting their 
books. 

The Adult Department. The old children’s library being 
now stripped of all furniture, was gradually filled with 
book presses from the lending department. When a press 
had to be moved into a new position, its books were laid 
out in long orderly rows on the floor or on temporary 
shelves, and there they remained until their press was 
re-erected and again loaded up. Issuing went on all the 
time, although it was at times somewhat awkward to find a 
required book. The fitting up of the old juvenile room took 
about a week from the time the job was started until the 
books were back on the shelves. Of course the books did 
not keep in perfect order all this time ; for instance a run as 
J1-500 might be in perfect order, while J501 and onwards 
were sandwiched in class W. This was but a trifling 
disadvantage compared with the inconvenience which would 
have arisen both to the public and the staff had the library 
been closed for a month or so. For “closing” means 
calling all the books in, and as the shelving is adjusted to 
suit the number of books which are normally “ at home,’ a 
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sudden influx of say 12,000 volumes would involve a con- 
siderable amount of labour in providing shelf-room from 
day to day. As this is such familiar work I will not 
expatiate upon it beyond saying that it is one of the reasons 
why we do not close here for the annual stock-taking. The 
presses were now in the required positions, firmly secured 
to the floors, and the staff worked very hard in moving the 
books from press to press and odd temporary resting places 
to their permanent home. 

Now came the worst part of the job—the alteration of 
the counter and removal of many of the angles from the oak 
screen. The guiding principle of this part of the work was 
to “ make ready” as far as possible without disturbing the 
borrowers, and on Tuesdays—our closing days—to take one 
wing of the screen and counter down and secure that 
portion in its altered form before 9.30 a.m. the next day. 
The joiners spent the remainder of the week in putting final 
touches to it, polishing, plaining rough edges, &c. Whena 
part of the counter was taken down for re-erecting purposes 
the indicators were removed to a blank space ; and after the 
straightening of that part of the counter and screen, back 
they went to their old position, the frames being the same 
size as previously. This went on in rotation until the new 
counter was built up. While this was being done the 
electrician had altered the wiring and placed points as 
required by the new arrangement of the cases. The whole 
was done bit by bit, as it was felt that had the contractor 
put too many men on the job there would have been great 
inconvenience both to the staff and the public. Although 
contractors are spoken ill of by many people, here we had 
to thank our contractor for meeting the Librarian’s wishes in 
every way, not only as to the order in which the work should 
be done, but even as to the special days and hours for doing 
it. Had the contractor exhibited even a little of the 
“cussedness”” attributed to his class, much inconvenience 
would have been felt by the public. As you know, it often 
happens that a contractor, for reasons of economy, prefers 
to do work in the order best suiting him, but which does not 
at all agree with the people for whom he is working. 

The whole work connected with the change was the 
result of commonsense management, and the adoption of 
the policy of least resistance. In fact, the chief librarian, 
who personally supervised the work, adopted the principle of 
the Member for South Hackney, viz., “ Business govern- 
ment.” Too often in jobs of this kind either the contractor 
or the Borough Engineer is allowed to go his own sweet way 
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on lines which are undoubtedly excellent from a building 
point of view, but fatal to the good service of the public. 
Had the person in charge of the work been lacking in 
initiative or ability to cope with emergencies, small though 
they might be, the alterations would certainly have neces- 
sitated the closing of the building for a month or two. 

Altogether the change was very satisfactorily accom- 
plished. It is true that the staff were a little inconvenienced, 
but you will agree that in comparison with the comfort of 
the public that is a small matter indeed! The only incon- 
venience the latter were put to was their having at times to 
examine the indicators in unaccustomed places and in putting 
up with a workman fitting and glueing small pieces of wood- 
work about the counter. As I have said before, all the 
drastic changes were carried out on Tuesdays, our closing 
days, orin the early hours of the morning. With regard to the 
classification it was not considered worth while to alter the 
system which the Librarian had compiled before the library 
opened, when he had for the most part an untrained staff at 
command. Therefore the old call-numbers for non-fiction 
were again used, and the catalogue issued under the closed 
system is still of use. 

For some weeks after the new system was introduced 
borrowers were systematically requested to state any 
objections they had to the new conditions. Very few 
preferred the old system, and these on the ground that 
more trouble was involved in walking to the shelves than in 
leaving the assistants to get required books. 

I stated that the Borough Engineer estimated that the 
whole work would be carried out for not more than £350. 
As a matter of fact, and this you will agree is a rare 
thing in municipal work, it cost much less than the estimate, 
viz., £314 12s., thereby saving £35 8s. on the estimate. 
The chief items in this sum were the following :— 

Alterations to fittings, by a Brighton 


Contractor ave ane ... 2165 15 11 
Steel shelving, by an Oxford Firm... 103 7 6 
Collapsible gates aaa — 49 0 
Alterations to lighting a gil 18 18 11 


Throughout my paper I have purposely refrained from 
discussing the merits or demerits of open access, preferring 
to let facts speak for themselves. Accordingly I will con- 
clude with a few statistics. 

Open access was installed in October, 1910, so I will 
accordingly compare the issues for the first twelve months 
under the new system with the previous twelve months. 
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SUMMARY OF LENDING ISSUES. 
Average daily issues under each system :— 


Indicator, 1909-10. Open Access, 1910-11. 
Adult dias «- 1,017 Adult in sco. Sime 
Juvenile... oa 117 Juvenile... _ 148 

1,134 1,435 
Fiction. Fiction. 
Adult wie ie 745 Adult ue ce 900 
Juvenile... ies 91 Juveniles ... oe 106 
836 1,006 
Percentage of Fiction Percentage of Fiction 
issued with Indicator, 73:7. issued with Open Access, 70:1. 


To sum up, the increase in the issues since the installation of Open 
Access is 26°5 per cent. 

On the 19th April, 1911, which was the first day open after Bank 
Holiday, there was a record issue :— 


Lending, Adult ... a << aa 
Lending, Juvenile Po poe 225 
2,392 
On the 7th February, 1912, we had our record for a normal day: - 
Lending, Adult ... ns oo §6=d WS 
Lending, Juvenile = — 222 
2,201 


Those of you who are interested in © en Access will be interested to 
hear that instead of increasing our s‘.!f 1: has been decreased by three. 
Two lady members have resigned in ¢ o be married, and one boy has 
got another situation. Their posts ha been filled. 





EDWARD WILLIAMS BYRON NICHOLSON. 


In Mr. Nicholson the Library world has lost one of its 
most eminent and striking representatives. “A great 
Librarian” was the epithet applied to hima few years ago 
by the librarian of one of our national libraries, and few will 
deny to him the credit for the conception and carrying out 
of bold and generally successful schemes in Library manage- 
ment. 

Mr. Nicholson was born in 1849 in Jersey, and educated 
at Liverpool College and Tonbridge School. Winning a 
classical scholarship at Trinity College, he went up to 
Oxford in 1867, and obtained a first class in Classical 
Moderations in 1869, and a third class in Law and History 
in his Finals in 1871. The Gaisford prize for Greek verse 
and the Junior Greek Testament prize also fell to his lot. 
Mr. Nicholson’s first experience in librarianship was at his 
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school at Tonbridge, and he was afterwards librarian of the 
Union Society at Oxford. Fora few months after taking his 
degree he was engaged in teaching, which perhaps may have 
had something to do with his interest in later years in the 
education of the boys whom he engaged for the Bodleian 
Library. In 1873, however, he was appointed librarian of the 
London Institution, and, while holding the post, was joint 
secretary of the Conference of Librarians, and founder of 
the Library Association, of which he remained Vice- 
President. 

In 1882, Mr. Nicholson succeeded the Rev. H. O. Coxe, 
as librarian of the Bodleian Library, and soon began to 
re-organise everything. Of course he met with much 
opposition, but his enthusiasm and vigour generally carried 
all before him. He devised a minute decimal! classification 
scheme* to harmonise with the three figure classification 
already in use, and practically all new books have been 
arranged according to this scheme since 1883. A shelf list 
of the books so classified forms a most valuable subject 
catalogue of books added since that date. An author catalogue 
was already in existence, formed on the plan of the old 
British Museum catalogue ; but the cataloguing was terribly 
in arrears. Two copies of the catalogue had to be kept, one 
for each reading room; and an additional slip was made for 
the subject catalogue. These slips had accumulated, but 
were not arranged, and the marking of all the slips with the 
new classification numbers and their insertion in the proper 
packets was a work which Mr. Nicholson pushed on as fast 
as possible with the limited staff at his command. In recent 
years he had started the work of revision of the author 
catalogue with a view to its being printed, a work which is 
still going on. 

Organisation became almost a fetish with him and the 
duties of the staff were tabulated in the annual Staff Kalendar 
even to the winding of clocks and pulling down of blinds. 
No work was allowed to be done without his sanction and 
supervision, and, until his health began to fail—largely from 
overwork—every letter was opened and answered by him. 
His last great work was the construction of an enormous 
underground chamber which is calculated to hold, when 
fitted with rolling cases, something like a quarter of a million 
volumes. Nor were the higher branches of librarianship 
neglected and the rich collections of MSS. both Western and 
Oriental were increased during his directorship. He gave 





*See ‘‘ Library Assistant,’’ February-March, 1911. 
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special attention to the acquisition of papyri and personally 
supervised the arrangements for their preservation and 
description. The proofs of all catalogues compiled by 
specialists were carefully read and annotated by him. 

A firm believer in the duty of the Librarian towards 
posterity, he refused to allow any printed matter, however 
trivial to be destroyed unless it was a duplicate of no value. 
Even the advertisements at the ends of magazines were 
returned by the binder and one copy of each kept and bound 
up in classified scrap books. He always showed a great 
interest in one particular scrap book which contained 
children’s printed pocket handkerchiefs on which were 
rhymes, pictures, and even maps. Mr. Nicholson introduced 
a system of boy labour into the library, and many assistants 
have been drawn from this class. He personally examined 
each boy applicant for the higher class in Latin and 
French and afterwards encouraged likely boys to study for 
the university. A good many owe to this incentive their 
possession of an Oxford degree. No boy was engaged 
without being asked whether he could swim! and if the answer 
was in the negative he was told that he must learn within a 
year of being engaged. Each year he gave a prize of books 
(generally Liddell & Scott’s large Greek dictionary and 
Lewis & Short’s Latin dictionary) to the boy he considered 
to have worked best. He also always shewed care for their 
health and drew up elaborate rules for their behaviour and 
welfare. 

Chess, cycling, and swimming were his chief recreations, 
but most of his leisure was spent in literary work, latterly 
chiefly in Celtic studies. Golspie was his favourite holiday 
resort, and one of his books bearing this title represents the 
result of an essay competition which he set for boys and 
girls of that town, the subject being the folksongs, &c., of 
the neighbourhood. He took part in a good number of the 
controversial matters connected with the university, and 
was ever a fighter. Where any encroachments on the 
rights of the Bodleian were threatened he resisted to the 
end. For “ Bodley” he lived; and if in its defence he made 
some enemies and dealt hard blows, his purpose was always 
single and his warfare straightforward. To his staff he 
once said that he trusted they knew him well enough to 
realise that his brusqueness was his manner only and not 
the indication of his heart. That the latter was tender 
enough, his solicitude for all living things was ample 
evidence. May Bodley’s Library ever be as fortunate in its 
librarian ! 
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LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION — 
MIDLAND BRANCH. 


Annual Report of the Committee for 1911.” 


The Committee have pleasure in presenting their Report 
for the year ending 31st December, 1911. 

The total membership of the branch has increased from 
27 to 29, and consists of the following :—fellows, 2; 
members, 17; associates, 10; 3 members and 2 associates 
have been elected and 3 associates have resigned. 

While regarding this small net increase of 2 with 
satisfaction, the Committee confidently anticipate a much 
larger additional membership during the ensuing year, and 
would appeal to all assistant librarians of both sexes in the 
Midlands who have not yet joined the branch, to consider 
the many advantages they may derive by doing so. They 
would remind them that the Library Assistants’ Association 
is a national organisation conducted by assistants, and 
working primarily in the interests of all engaged in library 
work below the position of chief librarian. 

Four meetings have been held, and six papers con- 
tributed as follows :— 

5th January, 1911. First Annual Meeting, held at 
Birmingham University. Address by Miss E. S. Fegan, 
M.A., Cheltenham Ladies’ College, on “Lectures and 
Examinations.” Visit to University New Buildings, 
Edgbaston, including the library. 

6th April, 1911. At Northampton Public Library. 
Papers by Mr. T. J. George, Chief Librarian, Northampton 
Public Library, on “ History of the Public Library move- 
ment in Northampton,” and by Mr. R. W. Brown, F.L.A., 
Sub-Librarian, Northampton Public Library, on “ How to 
increase the usefulness of a Public Library.” Entertained 
to tea by the Mayor of Northampton, Councillor S. Yarde, 
J.P. Inspection of Northampton Public Library. Visit to 
Queen Eleanor’s Cross. 

27th September, 1911. At Warwick. Paper by Mr. W. 
Pollitt, Coventry Public Library, on “Do we pamper the 
public?” Entertained to tea by the Mayor of Warwick, 
Councillor D. J. Kendall, J.P. Visits to Warwick Castle, 
St. Mary’s Church, the Gates, and Roman Bridge. 

Ist November, 1911. At Stirchley Branch Library, 
King’s Norton. Papers by Mr. Herbert Woodbine, Selly 


*Adopted at the Second Annual Meeting, at Woodbrooke Settlement, Selly 
Oak, Birmingham, on 31st January, 1912. 
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Oak Branch Library, on “System and the education of the 
library assistant;” and by Mr. H. Grindle, Handsworth 
Branch Library, on “ The fiction question.” Inspection of 
Stirchley Branch Library. Visit to works of Messrs. 
Cadbury Bros., and entertained to tea by the firm. 

All the meetings were successful in every way, and it 
affords pleasure to report that the papers, as well as their 
attendant discussions, were of a very stimulating and 
helpful character. The Society is to be congratulated on 
having obtained the consent of the Council of the Birming- 
ham University to hold the first annual meeting in the 
Edmund Street buildings of that institution, and also for the 
privilege of visiting the university new buildings at 
Edgbaston. The Warwick and King’s Norton meetings were 
specially marked for their record attendances, and at the 
former the Branch was honoured by the presence of the 
Honorary Secretary of the Library Assistants’ Association, 
Mr. H. T. Coutts, who joined in the debate. On account of 
the absence of several members on holidays, the summer 
meeting arranged to be held at Malvern, on July 13th, 
unfortunately had to be cancelled. 

The committee take this opportunity of recording their 
appreciation of the courses of lectures inaugurated in the 
early part of the year by the Birmingham and District 
Library Association, and held at the Birmingham Reference 
Library for the benefitof midlandassistants. Several members 
of the Branch attended these lectures and have spoken very 
highly of their value, and of the kind individual help given by the 
lecturers, Messrs. R. K. Dent and Walter Powell, to whom 
they are much indebted. In view of the success of the 
courses, the committee are delighted to learn that it is 
the intention of the Birmingham and _ District Library 
Association to continue the course of classification and to 
introduce courses in library administration and library 
history early in the present year. 

The committee are pleased to acknowledge the indebted- 
ness of the Branch to the following, by whose kind 
assistance in various ways the second year of its history has 
been a successful one:—Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A., Messrs. 
R. W. Brown, G. H. Burton, W. T. Carter, T. J. George, 
Dr. J. Rendel Harris, Councillor D.J. Kendall,J.P., Mr. C. W. 
Dyson Perrins, Rev. H. Maynard Smith, M.A., H. G. Wood, 
M.A., Councillor S. Yarde, J.P., the Wardens of Woodbroke 
Settlement, and Messrs. Cadbury Bros., Ltd. 

They also wish to acknowledge with many thanks a 
generous gift of 5s. from an anonymous donor towards the 
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funds of the Branch. 

The Committee feel that the results of the Branch’s 
activities during the year are most gratifying. They 
believe its members have been influenced to take a keener 
interest in their profession and to develop a wider outlook 
by the free interchange of views. Not the least valuable 
asset of the Branch is the fine spirit of camaraderie which 
has consistently been fostered and maintained. 


H. W. CHEcKETTs, Chairman. 
W. Ewart Owen, Hon. Secretary. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


FEBRUARY MEETING. 


The meeting at the Hackney Central Library, on February I4th, was a 
most interesting and instructive gathering. About seventy members and 
friends were present, and after partaking of the refreshments thoughtfully 
provided in the Committee Room, a general progress was made all over the 
building. No part of the library being closed the visitors were able to see 
the whole system in operation, and many useful things were learned, while 
those who realized the enormous volume of work accomplished were struck 
with the expedition with which it was performed. The system of recording 
fines was submitted to a close examination by several, who afterwards 
expressed their appreciation, and although a fair amount of time was 
allowed for this perambulating inspection it seemed all too short for many. 
At 8.30 p.m. the visitors assembled in the Juvenile Department, where Mr 
Parker read the paper printed on p. 63, the chair being occupied by Mr. Coun- 
cillor Marpole, Chairman of the Hackney Libraries’ Committee. The paper, 
dealing as it did with actual matters of fact, lefi little for discussion, but 
Messrs. Chambers, Sayers, Brown, Peddie, Shawcross, and others paid 
warm tributes to the able manner in which what appeared a tremendous 
difficulty had been overcome by the librarian and his staff. It seemed an 
almost incredible thing that a system of issue could be completely changed 
in a large and particularly busy library without interrupting the issue of books 
for one single day ; yet it had been achieved, and everyone concerned was to be 
congratulated on having carried through a remarkable piece of work. Miss 
Duménil added some amusing incidents experienced by the staff during the 
change, and commented on the extraordinary obtuseness which seemed to 
possess a considerable proportion of the public. The thanks of the meeting 
were unanimously accorded to Mr. Parker, on the motion of Messrs. J. D. 
Stewart and H. R. Purnell, and Mr. Parker briefly replied ; after which, on 
the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. G R. Bolton. a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, the Libraries’ Committee, and the staff was carried with 
applause. Mr. Aldred replied, generously commending the loyalty of his 
staff in the extra work which the change necessitated, and expressing his 
pleasure in being able to welcome the Association once again to Hackney. 


MarcH MEETING AT BLooMSBURY SQUARE. 


The first business at the meeting of the Library 
Assistants’ Association which was held on March 13th, at 
the offices of the Library Association, was the passage of a 
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resolution moved by the hon. treasurer, Mr. W.G. Chambers, 
as follows :— 

‘* That this meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association is of opinion 
that the appointment of untrained cadidates as librarians is inimical to the 
best interests of the library movement, and indignantly protest against the 
recent action of the Douglas Town Council in appointing a local journalist 
as Public Librarian ; that copies of the foregoing resolution be sent to the 
Douglas Town Council, the Isle of Man papers, and the municipal journals, 
and that the Branch Associations be invited to pass similar protests."’ 

In moving the resolution Mr. Chambers pointed out 
that the Association had always stood for the importance of 
technical education and professional training, and realising 
that the librarian is not born, but has to be trained, had 
always protested against the appointment of untrained men. 
There was therefore little need for him to say much in 
support of the resolution. But since sending the motion he 
was glad to be able to say that an interesting development 
had taken place. The Douglas Town Council had refused 
to ratify the action of its Library Committee, and the whole 
matter was referred back, with the suggestion that Miss 
Fick, the assistant librarian, should have some chance of 
taking the appointment. She, however, had actually 
expressed some diffidence in taking over the duties of 
librarian. The man who was appointed in preference to the 
two trained librarians selected for interview, counted as his 
qualifications the fact that he had helped in the printing of the 
library catalogue! The motion was seconded by Mr. W. 
Benson Thorne, and carried unanimously. 

THE PRESIDENT, who occupied the chair, in opening 
the further proceedings, voiced the welcome of the meeting 
to Mr. J. A. Charlton Deas, and after a few words called 
upon Mr. Thorne to read, in her absence, a paper by Miss 
Fegan on “ Non-Municipal Librarianship.” The discussion 
opened by Mr. R. A. Peddie and continued by Messrs. 
Young (Greenwich), Moslin (Whitechapel), Prideaux 
(Reform Club), Purnell (London Library), Haine, and the 
Honorary Editor, will be given with the paper when printed. 

Mr. C. J. Purnevy, M.A. (London Library), then gave 
an address on “ The Subject Index of the London Library,” 
dealing with the work of compilation, the problems 
presented in dealing with the books, and the way in which 
difficulties were overcome. The address, besides being of 
the greatest interest and value to librarians, was delightfully 
humorous, and was rendered the more valuable by speci- 
mens of the actual work in its various processes being 
passed round for inspection. It is hoped to publish a 
resumé in an early number of “The Library Assistant.” 
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The discussion largely testified to the value of the work 
and the help found in it by librarians, both in its use and for 
its suggestiveness in their own catalogues. The President, 
Mr. Deas, and Messrs. Luke (Woolwich), Peddie (St. Bride 
Institute), Prideaux, Stewart (Islington), and the Hon. 
Editor took part in it. A vote of thanks to the readers 
of the papers, moved and seconded by Messrs. Young and 
Peach (Gray’s Inn), was carried with enthusiasm. 


MIDLAND BRANCH. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the Branch was held on 31st January, 
at Woodbrooke Settlement, Selly Oak, Birmingham, by the very kind per- 
mission of Dr. J. Rendel Harris and the Wardens. The party of twenty-six 
members and a few friends reached the Settlement shortly after three 
o’clock, where they were met by Dr. Rendel Harris, who welcomed them 
very warmly. He escorted them to the drawing room where afternoon tea 
was kindly provided the Settlement members waiting on the members of 
the Branch. This afforded an excellent opportunity for an exchange of 
views between the visitors and the residents, and it is believed it was 
productive of good results. The membe:s were then shewn over the 
Settlement Buildings in small groups, and all were deeply interested 
in everything. The library naturally came in for more than ordinary 
attention, but the visit to Dr. Rendel Harris’s private room and the inspec- 
tion of his most interesting museum was doubtless the most enjoyable of 
all, especially as the versatile Doctor was his own guide and recounted some 
delightful experiences in telling the stories connected with his exhibits, 
many of which were rare books and MSS. collected during his travels 
abroad. 

Returning to the drawing room the visitors were entertained to a paper 
from Mr. H. G Woop, M.A., one of the Settlement lecturers, on 
‘ Librarians as Social Observers and Educators.’’ Dr. J. Rendel Harris 
presided, and in some pithy introductory remarks expressed pleasure with 
the visit to the Settlement of a Librarians’ Association. He said he himself 
was a librarian, and had been one for many years, and had come to the con- 
clusion that librarians were a much maligned species. It had often been 
said that the librarian was one who knew all about the outsides of books, 
but very little about their insides It didn't need him to say that this was a 
libel. He then called on Mr. Wood to give his paper. Mr. Wood dealt 
with the attitude of the librarian towards his readers, and thought he had 
exceptional opportunity of observing the various phases of character in 
those who came for mental recreation and edification. He said he had 
wondered if statistics could be given to prove whether the public’s reading 
was influenced by great industrial disturbances. He raised the Fiction 
question, and said he had been wondering what it was that gave popularity 
to a book of fiction’ Was the average reader concerned about style, or as 
to whether the author was truthful in portraying life? He had come to the 
conclusion that what appealed most to the general novel reader was the happy 
ending, and those books were most popular which ended happily. Mr 
Wood’s paper was highly appreciated, but there was no time to discuss it. 
Dr. J. Rendel Harris followed by reading a clever and witty paper on 
‘* Residual Errors of Great English Authors,’’ in which he showed, amid 
roars of laughter, how some of the most celebrated passages from our 
masterpieces of literature could be changed in their meanings by a mere 
change of punctuation, or a change of a word or a single letter in a word. 
Dr. Harris and Mr. Wood were thanked for their papers, and the business 
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meeting was then held, Dr. Harris still presiding. The Branch Chairman 
announced that Dr. Rendel Harris had accepted the invitation to 
become an Hon Vice-President of the Branch, the announcement creating 
great applause. The result of the ballot for election of Committee was 
then given, and the following declared elected :—Messrs. R. H. Newey, 
F. J. Patrick, W. Pollitt, and H. Woodbine. The following were re-elected 
as the officers:—Chairman, H W. Checketts; Hon. Secretary, W. Ewart 
Owen; Hon. Treasurer, H. Grindle 

The members were then entertained to dinner by the Wardens, sitting 
down with the ladies and gentlemen of the Settlement Dinner was followed 
by a pleasant musical programme, which terminated one of the most 
successful and memorable of the Midland Branch meetings. 


SOUTH WALES BRANCH. 


The monthly meeting of the South Wales Branch was held at the 
Central Library, Cardiff, on the 21st February, when papers were read by 
Mr. F.C. Bullock and Mr. W. Cowdry. There was a good attendance of 
members and much interest was taken in the proceedings. Mr. Bullock in 
his paper entitled ‘‘ A few fiction facts, fallacies and frivolities,’ suggested 
that more money should be spent on the purchase of fiction, the chief 
object of public libraries being to provide recreative literature Several 
members warmly contested this statement. Mr. Rees stated that in his 
Opinion, in the near future, public libraries would either stand or fall in the 
measure in which they fulfilled their proper position as educational 
institutions. Mr. Cowdry’s paper on the ‘Sunday Opening of Public 
Libraries’’ evoked an animated discussion. Altogether this meeting was 
one of the best which has been held, a good number of members taking part 
in the discussion. 





NOTABLE PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


Dornan, Rev. S. S. South African Literature: Past and 
Present. Jn Bulawayo Public Library. 15th Annual 
Report, 1910. 


The difficulty of obtaining any concise and connected account of the 
literary output of the newest of our Colonies has made many students of 
literature anxious in past years. Recently this difficulty in regard to South 
Africa has been met, but considerably complicated, by the publication of 
Sydney Mendelssohn’s almost stupendous ‘* South African Bibliography,’’ 
which is undoubtedly the most luxurious annotated, author-arranged 
bibliography that has appeared in English. The embarrassment of riches 
here brought to our notice has been considerable, and we welcome heartily 
as a key to it--although it was not intended to be so-—-the address which 
was read at the 15th Annual Meeting of the Bulawayo Public Library on 
the 13th February last. Condensed into 30 pages, Mr. Dornan’s survey 
covers the whole of South African literature from the ‘“‘ Voyages ’”’ of Diaz, 
1485, to the various lives of Rhodes issued as late as 1910. It is not 
restricted, as the title would seem to imply, to books by authors native to, 
or dwelling in, South Africa, but deals in a discriminating fashion with books 
written by visitors to and travellers in the country from outside. A copy 
of this valuable paper has been placed in the Library, and all students of 
literary history are recommended to make use of it. 

W.C.B.S. 
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THE Home University Lisprary of Modern Knowledge. 
Volumes 33-42. Williams & Norgate. One shilling 
net each. 


The fourth batch of this useful series has just been published, and in 
addition to those reviewed separately we should like again to draw attention 
to the volumes, which are quite new works, intended to form introductions to 
the study of the various departments of knowledge. The objects of the 
editors and publishers are being well carried out as the works are most ably 
done. Of the volumes recently published Professor Pollard’s ‘* History 
of England’' can be recommended for its freshness of treatment. It deals 
with the political evolution of the nation, and is particularly suggestive. 
The volume on ‘‘ The School : an Introduction to the Study of Education,”’ by 
J. J. Findlay, is also interesting to librarians for its general statement, both 
of the rise of education and modern methods. Bertrand Russell deals with 
‘*The Problems of Philosophy’’; RK. R. Marett, the Reader in Social 
Anthropology at Oxford, with ‘‘ Anthropology’; and Professor H. N. 
Dickson with ‘‘ Climate and Weather ’’ in the scientific series. The volume 
on ‘' Architecture,’’ in dealing with the history and theory of the art of 
building, is largely devoted to the ancient architecture (Egyptian, Greek. 
Roman and Babylonian) in order to treat more fully the origins of the art. 
It has suggestive sketches. ‘‘ Peoples and Problems of India’’ by Sir 
T W. Holderness is an excellent companion to the earlier published volume 
on ‘ The Civilizations of China,’’ by Professor H A. Giles. Both are 
excellent introductions to a knowledge and understanding of the nations 
concerned. There is also a volume on *‘ Canada’’ by A. G. Bradley, and on 
‘* Rome ”’ by W. Warde Fowler. 


H.R.P. 


TuHomson, J. ARTHUR. Introduction to Science. 256 pp. 
Home University Library. Messrs. Williams and Nor- 
gate. One shilling net. 


This volume of the Home University Library, by the Regius Prof. of 
Natural History in Aberdeen University, deserves special mention as a 
general introduction to science Which is most suggestive both to scientists 
and to students of literature. It has chapters on the scientific mood, the 
aim of science, and the relations of science to philosophy, art, and religion ; 
but it is particularly interesting to library assistants for the chapter on the 
classification of the sciences, which discusses the principal schemes, and 
from them deduces a scheme combining their several merits, the result 
b-ing also set out in tabular form. There is a useful little bibliography 

FR.P. 





NEW MEMBERS. 


Associates: Frank Bussey (Norwich), Herbert Coates (Hornsey). 


Midland Branch. MemBer: Ernest W. Neesham (Erdington, 
Birmingham). Associates: H. A. V. Bubb, and J. H. Dyer (Birmingham). 


Yorkshire Branch. Associates: Misses M. A. Ratcliffe, Secker, 
and M. B. Sharp (Leeds). 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of ‘* The Library Assistant." 


THE WHITEHALL EVENING Post. 
Dear Sir, 


In connection with some literary research work in which I am engaged, 
I find it desirable to consult a file of the (London) ‘‘ Whitehall Evening 
Post ’’ for a few years round about 1720 The British Museum only possesses 
a few odd numbers of this periodical, the Guildhall Library still less, and 
several other public Library Catalogues that | have consulted contain no 
reference to the journal in question. It is nevertheless quite possible that 
tiles exist in some public Library, and I should be glad if you would allow 
me, through the medium of your journal, to ask any of your readers who 
may be acquainted with the whereabouts of such a file to kindly advise me 
Yours truly, 
5, Cobham Road, R. M. Burcu. 
Norbiton, Surrey. 
March 13th, 1912 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 


Axon, Mr. Ernest, Assistant Librarian in the Manchester Public 
Libraries, has been appointed Supervisor of Manchester Branch Libraries. 


BenneTT, Mr. W.J_, Sub-Librarian of the Tottenham Public Library, 
has been appointed Chief Librarian, vice Mr. F. J. West, resigned. 


Butt, Mr. A. E., Assistant Librarian to the Royal Society of Medicine, 
has been appointed Assistant Secretary and Librarian to the Royal 
Microscopical Society. 


*Po.LuitT, Mr. WILLIAM, Cataloguing Assistant in the Coventry Public 
Libraries, has been agpointed Chief Assistant, Coventry Public Libraries. 


*SIDWELL, MR. JOSEPH, Chief Assistant, Coventry Public Libraries, has 
been appointed Sub-Librarian, Coventry Public Libraries. 


VineN, Mr. ARTHUR, has been appointed Librarian and Curator of the 
Nicholson Institute, and Secretary of the Education Committee, Leek, in 
place of Mr. Kineton Parkes, resigned. 


Watton, Mr. J., Sub-Librarian of the Derby Public Library, has been 
appointed Librarian. 


*WriGcHT, Mr. RICHARD, Assistant in the Sunderland Central Public 
Library, has been appointed Cataloguing Assistant in the Coventry Public 
Libraries. 


*Member L.A.A. 


























amonin, Paris, 


ASSOCIATION SECOND INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, PARIS, EASTER, 1912. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ 


McCallum; 







Miss‘J. Warner 


Gay (Dublin) 


de Jastrzebska; Thos. 
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